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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

School District Receives $150,000 Preschool Partnership Grant 

Montgomery County Schools is pleased to announce the District has been awarded a $150,000 grant from 

the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), in collaboration with the Kentucky State Board of 

Education, the Early Childhood Advisory Council, the Child Care Advisory Council, and the Kentucky 

Cabinet for Health and Family Services.   

The grant will provide funding to hire an additional teacher and preschool assistant, which will expand our 

services to eligible families that are not currently enrolled in preschool.  This will assist in providing very 

important early interventions for students and prepare them for the transition to kindergarten.  Our Family 

School Liaison will work with the preschool in building the bridge between home and school, network with 

collaborative agencies within the community to assist families in the program, and recruit eligible students 

to the program.  This grant will also provide the materials, furniture, and programing to establish the 

expansion and purchase a common curriculum for the program.  Additionally, it will expand daycare 

opportunities for the preschool program as well as the staff to maintain it and provide new learning 

opportunities during the summer for preschool students.  

Preschool Coordinator, Leslee Toy stated, “I am so very excited our school has been awarded this preschool 

partnership grant.  We are always looking for opportunities to enhance our program and provide our families 

and students with resources and opportunities to strengthen their educational foundation.  We work 

diligently to meet the needs of our students and families and cannot wait to implement the awarded grant.  

Our staff is very excited about the growth that we have experienced and the additional possibilities that this 

will provide.” 

School districts will partner with child care providers in an effort to develop a comprehensive plan to 

implement full-day, high-quality programs to serve preschool children eligible for assistance from the Child 

Care Assistance Program (CCAP).  The intent is for all school districts to have a fair and equitable 

opportunity to receive either a Tier I or Tier II grant.  For these grants, the focus is on implementing or 

enhancing the implementation of full-day, high-quality early childhood services for at-risk preschool 

children.  The Kentucky Department of Education expects that school districts will accomplish this goal in 

partnership with a CCAP provider or providers. 

Child Care Director, Lesia Whitaker shared, “The Montgomery County School District Child Care Program 

is very fortunate to have this opportunity to partner with the preschool program.  I’m very excited that our 

programs will now be able to expand with additional resources for teachers, students and their families of 

Montgomery County.” 
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